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The Friends of the Simon Wiesenthal Centre (FSWC) is a non-profit organization with the goal of inspiring and 

empowering Canadians to raise their voices in support of freedom, democracy, and humanity. The FSWC’s work is 
focused on outreach, advocacy, and education as a means of furthering its goals and advancing Canadian society 

as a whole. 

 



 
  

 

Introduction 

 

About Simon Wiesenthal 

 

The T4H Experience 
Quick Facts 

What to Expect 
Preparing Students 

Day of the Tour Visit 
After the Experience 

 

Teacher Resources 
Letter to Parents 

Additional Reading & Viewing 

After the Tour Activities 

Discussion Questions 

 

Appendix 
Glossary 

United Nations Declaration of Human Rights 
UNESCO Definition of Tolerance 

10 Stages of Genocide 

  

Table of Contents 



 
 

  

 

Dear Educator, 

Welcome to the Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center (FSWC) for Holocaust Studies’ Tour 

for Humanity! The dream of this state-of-the-art educational experience has been many 

years in the making. To see it materialize after years of planning is a great thrill and I am so 

pleased to share it with you.  

The FSWC could not have been successful in achieving our goal without the 

encouragement and financial backing from incredible donors who continue to inspire our 

educational efforts. We would also like to thank the Ontario Trillium Foundation for 

believing in us and supporting the creation of the Tour for Humanity. 

 The Tour for Humanity was designed to engage Canadians of all ages and backgrounds in 

discussions relevant to freedom, democracy, and human rights. Discussions on events of 

the past, links to relevant current events, and stories of hope and inspiration are all part of 

the experience. 

 I encourage you and your students to enter the Tour for Humanity with an open mind. Our 

goal is to offer different perspectives, to share stories that you may have not heard before, 

and to motivate you to create positive change within your home, school, and community.  

These educational materials were created to complement the work you do with your 

students. They are meant to serve as tools to support your classroom work and as a 

catalyst to pursue further studies.  

In the words of Simon Wiesenthal: “Freedom is not a gift from Heaven; you must fight for it 

every day of your life.” Thank you for doing your part in protecting our freedom here in 

Canada!  

Avi Benlolo  

President & CEO Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust Studies  

September 2017 
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Simon Wiesenthal 

Holocaust Survivor Simon Wiesenthal dedicated his life to documenting the crimes of the 

Holocaust and to ensuring that the perpetrators of those crimes were brought to justice. 

“When history looks back,” Wiesenthal explained, “I want people to know the Nazis weren’t 

able to kill millions of people and get away with it.” Wiesenthal’s goals were twofold: to 

educate future generations about the horrors that can arise from unchecked prejudice and 

intolerance, and to promote the vital importance of justice though accountability.  

Simon Wiesenthal was born on December 31, 1908 in Poland. He married Cyla Mueller in 

1938 and worked in an architectural office until war broke out in September 1939.  

Despite their efforts to hide from the Nazis, Wiesenthal and Mueller were eventually found 

and arrested. Wiesenthal spent the duration of the Second World War being transported 

from one concentration camp to another, witnessing horrendous atrocities that were 

beyond comprehension.  

Liberation for Wiesenthal came on May 5, 1945 when Mathausen concentration camp was 

liberated by the Soviet army.  As soon as his health was sufficiently restored, he started the 

search for family members. Wiesenthal was reunited with his wife; however, together they 

lost 89 members of their family at the hands of the Nazis. 

Unable to return to the life he had lived before the war, Wiesenthal began gathering and 

preparing evidence on Nazi atrocities for the War Crimes Section of the United States Army. 

By the end of his career, Wiesenthal had brought nearly 1,100 Nazi war criminals, including 

Adolf Eichmann, to trial in courts of law. Unlike the war criminals brought to justice at 

Nuremberg who were tried on counts of war crimes, those brought to trial by Wiesenthal 

were tried for crimes against humanity – a far more serious charge.  

In an effort to keep his ideals of justice, tolerance and the preservation of human rights 

alive, the Simon Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust Studies was founded in November 1977. 

Today, the Simon Wiesenthal Center is an international center for Holocaust remembrance 

and the defence of human rights worldwide.  

Wiesenthal was the recipient of many honours from governments and associations around 

the world. On September 20, 2005, at the age of 97, Simon Wiesenthal died peacefully in his 

sleep at home.  
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Quick Facts 

 The dream of the Tour for Humanity began in 2009 

  It took ten people and five months to physically build the bus, from its 

purchase to the Tour’s launch in September 2013 

 The Tour for Humanity bus is set up and packed up by two people in 

approximately 45 minutes, respectively.  

 The bus is 440 square feet and including the following features: 

 

 3 LCD Projectors  

 

 HD surround sound 

 

 3 speakers and sub woofer 

 

 LED lighting  

 

  Night-vision security camera and camera feeds 

 

 30 specialized self-folding permanent seats 

 

 3 additional portable seats  

 

 3 rooftop air conditioning units  

 

 8,000 watt generator  

 

 Built-in wheelchair lift suitable for up to 300lbs  

 



 
 

  

What to Expect 

Each Tour stop includes: 

 An experienced facilitator to introduce the content and lead follow-up discussions 

  High quality, engaging, relevant video content produced by an organization boasting 

two Academy Awards, used to introduce students to human rights abuses in our 

world today  

 Multiple workshops geared toward varying ages  

 Interactive questioning that will involve students in the experience, encouraging 

them to evaluate their personal thoughts and opinions, while building on their own 

knowledge base 

  Programming that is linked directly to Ontario Ministry of Education Expectations at 

the elementary and secondary levels  

 Access to educational materials that will assist in preparing students before the visit, 

and facilitate their continued learning following the Tour’s departure 

Genocide, hatred, mass murder, and war continue to be very real issues around the world. 

The Tour for Humanity addresses numerous human rights issues that have impacted our 

world in the past, and continue to do so today. The Tour offers a safe space for students to 

engage in real discussions about difficult topics. An environment of respect, empathy, and 

open-mindedness is created and maintained throughout the Tour, in keeping with the model 

of civic rights and responsibilities that we embrace as Canadians. 

The Tour for Humanity is designed to educate participants on the consequences of hate, from 

both global and Canadian perspectives, while promoting discussion on how to create positive 

change in our world.  

 



 
 

  

Preparing Students 

General tips in advance of the Tour for Humanity visit: 

 Avoid generalizing and/or simplifying the concepts to be introduced  

 Define terminology and use appropriate, topic-specific language (See Appendix for a glossary 

of terms) 

 Personalize the history being taught with real stories of real people who experienced the 

events being covered 

 Raise awareness about the seriousness of the issues being discussed  

  Begin dialogue in the classroom, encouraging each student to have a voice  

  Highlight the fact that, despite the sadness of many of the topics, those who refused to accept 

hatred, those who acted against intolerance, and those who survived create a message of 

hope 

A successful experience on the Tour for Humanity begins long before the students board the bus. 

Research demonstrates that student learning on field trips is increased when: 

 Teachers value the experience  

  Teachers assist students in preparing for the social aspect of the experience, encouraging 

them to talk, share ideas, and ask questions about what they are seeing, hearing, and feeling  

 Students have the opportunity to access prior knowledge in preparation for the trip and are 

able to begin building their understanding of key concepts that will be covered 

  The trip is integrated into the broader context of student learning in the classroom and 

school, with preparation and follow-up reflection on the experience in order to connect the 

experience to the realities of students’ everyday world 

  Students are required to provide some form of follow-up explaining their understanding  

The Tour for Humanity goals include: 

  Investigation of the consequences of hatred from an historical perspective  

  Investigation of the consequences of hatred from a global perspective  

 Investigation of the consequences of hatred from a Canadian perspective  

 Addressing current human rights issues 

 Highlighting acts of courage in individuals who opposed hatred and intolerance 

 Creating positive change in our world 

 



 
 

 

  

Day of the Tour Visit 

 

 The Tour for Humanity will be parked in a convenient, pre-determined location at your 

school. 

 It is important that groups are ready to enter the Tour for Humanity on time. The 45-

minute experience depends on the assistance of teachers in organizing students boarding 

the bus in a timely fashion to ensure that everyone has a chance to experience the 

program.  

  Gum, food, and beverages of any type may not be taken on or consumed on the bus. 

 Students will enter the bus in an orderly fashion. They will be directed to fill up the seats 

starting in the back row. 

 Please be sure to ask students to leave all electronic devices in the classroom. 

 If any electronic devices are brought onto the bus, Tour facilitators will remind students 

once they are seated to ensure that all such devices are turned off. 

 Please discuss with your students the importance of respectful behaviour and fostering a 

safe environment prior to a Tour visit. These principles will be reinforced by FSWC staff 

once the students board the bus. 

 When the workshop ends, please assist in moving your students off the bus, through the 

rear exit, in an organized and timely fashion.  



 
 

  

After the Experience 

Debriefing your Tour visit with your class back on the classroom is an important component of the 

Tour for Humanity experience. The following questions should be posed to student to assist them 

to process the information, express their emotions, and formulate questions following a Tour visit. 

 One word to describe the Tour for Humanity is . . . 

 The part of the Tour for Humanity that most affected me was . . . 

 What surprised me about the experience was . . . 

  I was most inspired by . . .  

  I can make a positive difference in the world by . . .  

 The words or phrase that stands out for me is/are . . .  

 A question I have is . . .  

  Did you detect any bias or stereotyping in the material presented?  

 How was (insert social issue here, ex. Holocaust, genocide, etc.) developed in the workshop?  

 If you could change one thing about the experience, what would it be? 

 How does the information you learned relate to your life today?  

 Can lessons be learned from history? If so, who benefits and why? 

 

 If there are any questions from the students that pose difficulties in answering, please be sure to 

record and submit them to the Tour for Humanity team.  

 

FSWC welcomes your feedback on how to continue to make this a meaningful experience for you 

and your students. 
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Dear Parent/Guardian,  

We are thrilled to announce that the Tour for Humanity, a technologically advanced, state-

of-the-art, mobile human rights education centre created by Friends of Simon Wiesenthal 

Center will be visiting our school on _________________. 

Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust Studies (FSWC) works to counter hate, 

Antisemitism, and intolerance through education and advocacy; to promote tolerance, 

justice, and human rights; and to keep the memory and lessons of the Holocaust alive 

through education. FSWC is guided by the concept of Tikkun Olam – a Hebrew term 

meaning “Repair of the World”. Through integrity, co-operation, creativity, leadership, 

sustainability, stewardship and humility, FSWC strives for a better tomorrow for all 

Canadians.  

The Tour for Humanity is FSWCʼs newest educational initiative. As a class, will be preparing 

for its visit by addressing human rights issues from the past and the present. We ask you to 

talk to your child(ren) about their day and the issues that were discussed before and after 

the Tour visit. Some of these issues will be sensitive and we will be encouraging each 

student to ask questions to clarify their understanding.  

If you have any questions or concerns about the Tour for Humanity or the content being 

covered to prepare for the experience, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Closer to the visit, we will be extending an invitation to parents to take part in the Tour for 

Humanity experience as well. I hope you will be able to attend.  

Sincerely, 

_________________ 

 Letter to Parents/School Newsletter 



 
 

 

 

  
Further Reading & Viewing 

Darfur:  

Darfur: A Short History of a Long War by J. Flint & Alex de Waal  

The Devil Came on Horseback by B. Steidle & G. Steidle Wallace  

Digital Hate:  

FSWC Digital Hate and Terrorism Disc & Report 

(http://www.friendsofsimonwiesenthalcenter.com/downloads/iReport.pdf)  

Genocide: 

 Extraordinary Evil by B. Coloroso  

Heroes:  

A Hero and the Holocaust: Janus Korczak and his Children by D. Adler  

Passage to Freedom: The Sugihara Story by K. Mochizuki  

The Righteous by M. Gilbert  

Holocaust:  

Rose Blanche by C. Gallaz & R. Innocenti 

 The Book Thief by M. Zusak  

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by J. Boyne  

The Diary of Mary Berg  

The Diary of Petr Ginz  

Erikaʼs Story by R. Vander Zee  

Hanaʼs Suitcase by K. Levine  

The Journal of Helene Berr  

Racism:  

Letʼs Talk about Race by J. Lester & K. Barbour  

Women: 

Half the Sky by N. Kristof & S. WuDunn  

 

 

The Last Jew of Treblinka by C. Rajchman 

 Maus by A. Spiegelman  

Night by E. Wiesel 

 Number the Stars by L. Lowry 

 The Sunflower by S. Wiesenthal  

The Wave by T. Strasser 

 The White Rose by I. Scholl  

With A Camera in the Ghetto by M. Grossman 

http://www.friendsofsimonwiesenthalcenter.com/downloads/iReport.pdf


 
 

  

Further Reading & Viewing 

A Film Unfinished  

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas  

Courageous Heart of Irena Sendler  

Defiance  

The Devil Came on Horseback  

Freedom Writers  

 
 

Genocide  

Ghosts of Rwanda 

The Heart of Auschwitz  

Hotel Rwanda  

I Have Never Forgotten You  

In Darkness  

 

Inside Hanaʼs Suitcase  

Life is Beautiful  

Paper Clips 

Schindler’s List 

Shake Hands with the Devil 

 Sometimes in April  

The Pianist 

 

Rwanda:  

Shattered by E. Walters  

Shake Hands with the Devil by L.Gen. the Hon Romeo Dallaire (Retʼd) 

We Wish to Inform You that Tomorrow We Will be Killed With Our Families by P. Gourevitch 

Indian Residential School System:  

Kookum’s Red Shoes by Peter Eyvidson  

Fatty Legs by Christy Jordan-Fenton, Margaret Pokiak-Fenton  

A stranger at Home by Christy Jordan-Fenton, Margaret Pokiak-Fenton  

As Long as the River Flows by Larry Loyie  

My Name Is Seepeetza by Shirley Sterling  

Goodbye Buffalo Bay by Larry Loyie  

Sugar Falls by Scott B. Henderson, David Alexander Roberts 

Japanese Internment Camps:  

Baseball Saved Us by Ken Mochizuki 

Dear Canada: Torn Apart by Mary Kobayashi 

A Child in Prison Camp by Shizuye Takashima 

 Memories of internment: Narrating Japanese Canadian women’s life stories by Pamela H. Sugiman  

Japanese Canadian Internment by Absolute Astronomy 

Righting Canada’s Wrongs by Pamela Hickman 

Films: 



 
  

 After the Tour Activities 

1. Describe the setting of the photograph.  

a.  Is there anything identifiable in the photograph?  

    Buildings? Objects?  

b.  Describe any buildings and/or objects in detail. 

c.  Are the objects being used in the photograph? Describe.  

d. Can you identify an event taking place? 

e. Do you have any prior knowledge about an historical  

event that could be related to this photograph?  

 

2. Describe the people and/or action in the photograph. 

a. Do you know who the people are?  

b. Can you place the people in historical context? 

c. Describe the clothing worn.  

d. Can you estimate an age of the people in the photograph? 

e. Can you identify emotion on the peopleʼs faces?  

f. Are the people in the photograph aware the photo is being taken?  

 

3. Perspective. 

a. Can you tell if the photographer has intentionally included anything in the photograph? 

b.  Can you tell if the photographer has intentionally tried to exclude anything in the 

photograph? 

c. Does the photograph appear to be spontaneous?  

d. Do you feel there is more happening outside of the frame of the camera? If so, what? 

 

4. Interpretation 

a. Write down five inferences about the photo.  

b. Write down five predictions about the photo. 

c. Write down your personal thoughts about the photo. 

Photographs offer today’s generation a snapshot of history – whether its family photos or world 

events.  Using the guidelines below, assess a photograph from a period in history that was 

addressed in the Tour for Humanity. 

 



 
  

 After the Tour Activities 

FSWC believes in the power of student voice. Children are not simply the voice of the future; they 

are the voice of TODAY!  

 

FSWC encourages creative means of integrating the theme of human rights into your classroom 

agenda to ensure that as many students as possible feel comfortable expressing themselves. We 

also encourage a school-wide approach to build excitement for the Tour for Humanity.  

Some activities we recommend employing in your classroom related to your Tour visit include: 

 Create a class-wide/school-wide poster and/or speech contest on the theme of human 

rights and/or creating positive change in the world.  

 Nominate “Heroes” in the community – people who are working to create positive change 

in the lives of others.  

 Choose a central location for a bulletin board in the school to educate on current human 

rights issues, including heroes working within the specific fields to create positive change.  

  Feature books about social justice your school’s library. 

  Invite guest speakers into the school who can address issues that are relevant to the Tour 

for Humanity and provide real testimony on the difficult topics.  

 Hold a Tour for Humanity Film Festival that is open to students and/or the community 

based on titles listed in this resource (Appendix B). Offer discussions following the films to 

debrief on the content. 

  Host a Tour for Humanity Book Tasting where books on social justice that are listed in this 

resource (Appendix B) are displayed on tables and individuals move from table to table 

“tasting” the different stories and discussing what was read. 

 Incorporate social justice book titles into your book club, or start a new book club based on 

social justice titles. This book club can be for education staff, parents, students or all of the 

above. 



 
 

 

   After the Tour Activities 

Follow-up discussions about your students’ Tour experiences are crucial. Encourage your students 

to share their thoughts, ask them to respond to each other’s comments in a respectful manner, 

and share your own thoughts and ideas, as well. 

The following suggestions can help to encourage student discussion and engagement after your 

Tour visit: 

 Select two to three of the issues presented and further investigate the issues in the class.  

  Create a pamphlet/commercial/public service announcement advertising the Tour for 

Humanity. Determine the audience for the pamphlet. Would the content differ in creating a 

pamphlet or commercial or public service announcement for parents? For students? For 

teachers?  

  Continue updating the bulletin board in the school with ongoing human rights issues.  

 Create a social justice club for students in your school. Their role would include updating 

the student body on human rights issues through monthly announcements and/or speaking 

at assemblies.  

 Select student leaders to put together a presentation, educating their peers on an issue 

that resonated with them during the Tour for Humanity.  

 Start a letter-writing campaign regarding a human rights issue of importance.  

 Write letters to the local media asking them to focus on human rights issues of interest.  

 Select and evaluation photographs from specific historical periods of time with your class. 

 Discuss the 10 Stages of Genocide and challenge students to think about preventative 

measures. 

 Assign a journaling project in which students write about their feelings related to issues 

covered on the Tour for Humanity. 

 Encourage students to engage in additional programs offered by the FSWC, including 

Speakers Idol, FSWC scholarships and Freedom Day.  

 



 
  

 Discussion Questions 

1. How do we express our personal opinions without offending those who hold a different 

opinion from our own? 

 

2. Museums play an important role in society. They collect, preserve, share, and inform 

communities about the world around us in past and present times. Why is this important? 

 

3. The Tour for Humanity is a new style of museum. It doesn’t house physical artifacts; instead, 

it documents historical events through images and video recordings. How do you feel about 

this type of museum? How is it similar to a regular museum visit? How is it different? 

 

4. What does (insert issue here, example Holocaust, genocide, racism, etc.) have to do with 

each of us sitting here in this classroom? 

 

5. It has been said that Canada is a “world within a country.” What does that mean?  

 

6. What rights and responsibilities do we have as Canadian citizens? 

 

7. Do you think that people from other countries have the same rights as we do in Canada? 

 

8. What rights and responsibilities do we have as global citizens? (See Appendix for information 

on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights)  

 

9. Are there any human rights that you feel should be protected more than others? If so, why? 

 

10. What role does the media play in shaping our thoughts and ideas about events that happen 

in our world? 

 

11. What can we do in our communities to combat hate and racism? 

 

12. What do bullying and hatred have in common? 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Appendix 

Glossary of Terms 

United Nations Declaration of Human Rights 

UNESCO Definition of Tolerance 

10 Stages of Genocide 

 



 
 

 

 

  

Ableism  Discrimination against an individual because of their abilities or  

    inabilities. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Ageism  Discrimination or stereotyping an individual because of their age.  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Antisemitism Hatred towards Jews – as individuals or as a group – simply  

 because they are Jewish. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Bullying  An ongoing, intentionally aggressive behaviour involving an imbalance  

 of power between the bully and the victim; bullying can take physical,  

 verbal or digital form. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Genocide  Any act committed with the intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a  

 national, ethnical, racial or religious group. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Holocaust  The systematic, bureaucratic, state-sponsored persecution and murder  

 of approximately six million Jews by the Nazi regime and its  

 collaborators. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Prejudice  An unfavourable feeing, opinion or attitude formed beforehand or  

   without thought or reason regarding racial, ethnic, national or other  

   groups. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Racism  Hatred or intolerance of another race or other races, usually involving  

   the idea that one race is superior and has the right to rule others. 

 

Glossary of Terms 



 
  

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

 

www.un.org/en/documents/udhr 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) consists of 30 articles intended to recognize the 

“inherent dignity and the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family.”  

The establishment of these inalienable rights is 

identified in the UDHR as “the foundation of freedom, 

justice and peace in the world.”     

Canadian John Peters Humphrey wrote the first draft of 

 the Universal Declaration of Human Rights shortly after 

 the end of the Second World War. It was the first time 

 that fundamental human rights were to be universally 

 protected.  

Article 1 of the UDHR states that: “All human beings are

  born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are 

 endowed with reason and conscience and should act 

 towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.” 

 



 
 

  

  

  

The Declaration of Principles on Tolerance was proclaimed and signed by the Member States of 

the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) on November 16, 

1995. The declaration was signed at the twenty-eighth session of the General Conference of 

UNESCO in Paris.  

Article 1 - Meaning of tolerance  

1.1 Tolerance is respect, acceptance and appreciation of the rich diversity of our world's 

cultures, our forms of expression and ways of being human. It is fostered by knowledge, 

openness, communication, and freedom of thought, conscience and belief. Tolerance is 

harmony in difference. It is not only a moral duty, it is also a political and legal requirement. 

Tolerance, the virtue that makes peace possible, contributes to the replacement of the culture 

of war by a culture of peace.  

1.2 Tolerance is not concession, condescension or indulgence. Tolerance is, above all, an active 

attitude prompted by recognition of the universal human rights and fundamental freedoms of 

others. In no circumstance can it be used to justify infringements of these fundamental values. 

Tolerance is to be exercised by individuals, groups and States.  

1.3 Tolerance is the responsibility that upholds human rights, pluralism (including cultural 

pluralism), democracy and the rule of law. It involves the rejection of dogmatism and 

absolutism and affirms the standards set out in international human rights instruments.  

1.4 Consistent with respect for human rights, the practice of tolerance does not mean toleration 

of social injustice or the abandonment or weakening of one's convictions. It means that one is 

free to adhere to one's own convictions and accepts that others adhere to theirs. It means 

accepting the fact that human beings, naturally diverse in their appearance, situation, speech, 

behaviour and values, have the right to live in peace and to be as they are. It also means that 

one's views are not to be imposed on others. 

United Nations Definition of Tolerance  



 
 

  

Created by Gregory H. Stanton, the Ten Stages of Genocide is a prevailing theory which dictates 

that genocide occurs in a specific order, which is predictable but not inevitable. The theory includes 

preventative measures which have the potential to stop genocide from occurring at each stage.  

Stanton’s Ten Stages of Genocide are detailed, below: 

 1. Classification: All cultures have categories to distinguish people into “us and them” by 

ethnicity, race, religion, or nationality: German and Jew, Hutu and Tutsi. Bipolar societies that lack 

mixed categories are the most likely to experience genocide. 

2. Symbolization: We give names or other symbols to these classifications. We name people 

“Jews” or “Gypsies,” or distinguish them by colours or dress; and apply the symbols to members 

of groups. Classification and symbolization are universally human and do not necessarily result in 

genocide unless they lead to the next stage, dehumanization. When combined with hatred, 

symbols may be forced upon unwilling members of pariah groups: the yellow star for Jews under 

Nazi rule or the blue scarf for people from the Eastern Zone in Khmer Rouge Cambodia. 

3. Discrimination: A dominant group uses law, custom, and political power to deny the rights of 

other groups.  The powerless group may not be accorded full civil rights or even citizenship. 

Examples include the Nuremberg Laws of 1935 in Nazi Germany, which stripped Jews of their 

German citizenship, and prohibited their employment by the government and by universities.  

Denial of citizenship to the Rohingya Muslim minority in Burma is another example. 

4. Dehumanization: One group denies the humanity of the other group. Members of it are 

equated with animals, vermin, insects or diseases. Dehumanization overcomes the normal human 

revulsion against murder. At this stage, hate propaganda in print and on hate radios is used to 

vilify the victim group. 

5. Organization: Genocide is always organized, usually by the state, often using militias to provide 

deniability of state responsibility (the Janjaweed in Darfur.) Sometimes organization is informal 

(Hindu mobs led by local RSS militants) or decentralized (terrorist groups.) Special army units or 

militias are often trained and armed. Plans are made for genocidal killings. 

 

Ten Stages of Genocide  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Polarization: Extremists drive the groups apart. Hate groups broadcast polarizing propaganda. 

Laws may forbid intermarriage or social interaction. Extremist terrorism targets moderates, 

intimidating and silencing the center. Moderates from the perpetrators’ own group are most able 

to stop genocide, so are the first to be arrested and killed. 

7. Preparation: National or perpetrator group leaders plan the “Final Solution” to the Jewish, 

Armenian, Tutsi or other targeted group “question.”  They often use euphemisms to cloak their 

intentions, such as referring to their goals as “ethnic cleansing,” “purification,” or “counter-

terrorism.”  They build armies, buy weapons and train their troops and militias.  They indoctrinate 

the populace with fear of the victim group. 

8. Persecution: Victims are identified and separated out because of their ethnic or religious 

identity. Death lists are drawn up. Members of victim groups are forced to wear identifying 

symbols. Their property is expropriated. They are often segregated into ghettoes, deported into 

concentration camps, or confined to a famine-struck region and starved. At this stage, a Genocide 

Emergency must be declared. 

9. Extermination begins, and quickly becomes the mass killing legally called “genocide.” It is 

“extermination” to the killers because they do not believe their victims to be fully human. When it 

is sponsored by the state, the armed forces often work with militias to do the killing. Sometimes 

the genocide results in revenge killings by groups against each other, creating the downward 

whirlpool-like cycle of bilateral genocide (as in Burundi). 

10. Denial:  The final stage lasts throughout and always follows genocide. It is among the surest 

indicators of further genocidal massacres. The perpetrators of genocide dig up the mass graves, 

burn the bodies, try to cover up the evidence and intimidate the witnesses. They deny that they 

committed any crimes, and often blame what happened on the victims. They block investigations 

of the crimes, and continue to govern until driven from power by force, when they flee into exile. 

There they remain with impunity, like Pol Pot or Idi Amin, unless they are captured and a tribunal 

is established to try them.  

 

 

10 Stages of Genocide  


